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Speech Lab
Summary :

The Speech Lab is an attempt to implement an RTI strategy here at Thurmont Primary School. Students who may be at risk, but not ready for the SST process would be good candidates. After being screened by an SLP to determine appropriateness for the Lab, parent permission would be obtained and students would come to the “Speech Lab” for 10-30 minutes every Wednesday morning between 8:30 and 9:00, for a predetermined number of weeks. Examples of appropriate students:
· A second grade boy has a noticeable “R” distortion. He is meeting all benchmarks, including written language, but occasionally makes errors in spelling words with R.

· A first grader who is meeting benchmarks but has difficulty composing sentences.

· A preK student who says “Her did it” and “Him my brother.”
Protocol :

1. Teachers may submit names of students who are meeting benchmarks to SLPs (Ms. Jones and Ms. Gaffigan) for the following concerns:


- noticeable errors in fluency or articulation


- difficulty with language (mild comprehension, ‘quiet’ students, grammar errors)

2. Students who are difficult to understand or are not meeting benchmarks will most likely go directly to the SST process. 

3. After attending Speech Lab, it may be possible that teacher/SLPs will refer students to the SST should concerns arise that are not addressable through the Lab.
4. Parents will be contacted by phone so that the program may be easily explained. Following this, a permission slip will be sent home which also indicates a parent’s willingness to complete follow-up homework.
5. Informal progress will be recorded by the SLPs and shared with parents and teachers.

6. Informal records will be kept and become part of the SST documentation should the student be referred to the SST during the same school year.
